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NEIGHBOR Rio Imamura

This neighbor I know spent his prime right here.
Commuting to Tokyo

That easily took more than an hour each way.
Repaying home loans he owed monthly

Raising kids, gardening on weekends,

Finding a little breath in once-a-month golf games.

He must be over 70 now, long retired.

He did not recognize me when he passed by.

He apologized, for not knowing me when I called him by name

Saying that his eye-sight was going.

Now in place of golfing, he sets out for a daily long walk alone
with his midget backpack,

Coming home before dark.

He told me his wife had a doctor diagnose lung cancer.

But a thorough examination at a reputed hospital found
nothing wrong and they were greatly relieved.

I congratulated the neighbor on the favorable outcome
and her good health.

I haven’t talked with him since.

Then I saw a flyer advertising their house sale through an agent.
I called my neighbor to ask what had happened.
“Yes, I decided to sell and move” he aswered,
“to live with my son who offerd me housing.”
He moved out quickly while I was travelling abroad,
I missed a chance to say goodbye.
Instead I saw a house, empty and cold
And a cosmos garden blooming for nobody.

Today, a giant bulldozer came and demolished the house
with a few blows,

The two story dwelling gone in a day.

The garden under the rubble,

Heaving, crying, and calling for help
from the silent neighbor who had gone a while ago.
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[ HELD HER SHOULDERS SILENTLY AND LONG  Rio Imamura

I held her shoulders silently and long
Until the end of the movie.

I held her as if to protect her from the evils of the earth.
My right arm was awkward and stiff, I didn’t care.

I did not want to let go.

I understood Don Quixote’s yearning for Dulcinea,
And his innocent boyish love,

I drove off surges of inner demons.

I held her shoulders until the end of the movie.
Triumphant and full of glory.
I had won what I dreamed about for long time.

I, calm and cool, in spite of the tension.
I asked her once, when she coughed on my right arm.
“Are you all right?”

Her nods hit me more than her words.

I held her shoulders silently and long

Until the end of the movie.
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